[Herald Interview] Dansaekhwa
November 27, 2020 | By Park Yuna

|l TheKorea Herald

page

master Ha Chong-Hyon makes best of adversity
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Dansaekhwa master

Pioneer of abstract art
in Korea urges young
people to think critically,
to love Korean culture

By Park Yuna

a Chong hyun is one of the
few pionesrs of abstract art
in Korea who is atill alive
today. He is also a leading

member of the “dansackhwa” move-

ment, which axose in the 1970s and is
as South Korea's first collec-
tive art movement.

This year the dvear-old artist
held solo exhibitions at home and in
Londan, which he said were partiou-

Tarly special at a time when the pan-
demic has disrupted many art events
around the warld. The pandemic has
led the artist to spend most of his
time in his studio, located Tight next
to his house in Goyang, Gyoengel

“Bveryone is having ® hard time
thess days. and so is the art field, But
the pandemic gave us time to reflect
an art, In my case, I got move time
to focus on my artwork said
during an interview with The Korea
Herald on Nov. 16 at his sbudio.

His solo exhibition in Dagjeon, “Ihe

winner of one of the cify's most pres.
tigious awards — is at the Daejeon
Mugeum of Art until Dec. 20 Another
exhibition in London, “Ha Chong-
hyun” at Almine Rech London, closed
Now. 14,

Ha recently began to work on new
“Conjunction” pamtings using mint
and pink. While most of his warks
measure at least 1.6 meters in height,
hu new paintings eome in smaller

s it ot
while vinlldng through his studio, he
refused 1o show

“If they (new works) are good
matutally Tollom”

somethmg | will stubbornly pursue
until the end.”
signature “Conjunction” series
— which the atist hegan in the 1970s
avortwmed the soneept of painting
and canvas. He makes his own eanvas
out of hemp cloth, breaking away from
the typical choicea of linen and cotton.
He pushes thick layers of paint from
the back side of the burlap so that the
pamt ooves through, areating a unique
texture on the front, which he ealled
“hacapbeop,” literally meaning a hack.

pressure tochnique.
‘It was a really Jonely process be-
muae it i labor intensive. Back in
the day, 1 even heard some saying
my vork was not painting. 1 think [
T always been an experimentar
throughaut my life” Ha recalled.
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He got the iden for his unique proc-
ess after the Korean War (1950-1953),
which left the country in ruins
its people in dire poverty.

One day the artist spotted burlap
sacks confaining rice for the military
at Namdaemun Market in central
Sooul. Instead of using a canvas, Ha
hegan to paint on a pieee of burlap ha
bought at the market, which was the
beginning of his “Conjunction” paint-
inga.

“Canvas has been used for cen-
turies in the Wes'c ‘but that is their
own thing. As the rising generation, T
tlnmght we hnd m do sameﬂm\g dif-
furent,” Ha sai

The idex of pressing patnt through
the back of a piece of hemp cloth 15

* part of everyday Korean traditional
said,

culture, the artist

d & hemp cloth to extract the

“In Korea, owr mothers used lo
squeeze herbal medicine through
Lquid,
which is one of the scengs that arc
disappearing from Korean culture,”
he added.

Many artists of his time, who lived
through Japan's colonization of the
Korean Peninsula (1910-1945) and lat-
ar the Korean War, struggled to find
their own style. They made efforts ta
break away from Western aesthet-
ies and Al from Japanese painting,
which at the time was considered the
standard for modetn art in Korea,

What is known as dansackhwa
— Kovean abstract painting that ac-

ompanies. processes of repetition and

meditation — was the first contem po-
rary art trend in Kovea after libera-
tion from Japanese colonial rule

Ha Chong-hyun

‘Everyone is having a hard time these days,
and:so is the art field. But the pandemic gave
s tithe to reflect on art. In my case, I got
more time to focus on my artworks.’

were around seven artists
olamﬁed as danssekhwa artists. But
we did not intend to form any art
movement, It was like we were stray-
ing in the fog at the time, (trying to
figure out our own art),” he said.

The name dansaekhwa stucle after
the Gwangju Biennale in 2000, when
art critie Yon Jin.sup used the term
to refer to artists who practiced this
type of painting. The name quickly
sproad g]

The artist sxid that while his gen-
eration struggled to find aspects of
Korean culture to reflect in their art,
there are fewer such efforts these

evant to the younger generation, he

atres:
* think many younger pecple have

lost their critical perspeetive on West-
ern culture” he said. “We should love
our culture more and should purture
our ability to think more eritically, It
aeems that our traditional culture has
disappeared in cveryday Lfe, but the
culture is deeply embedded in us

The artist has planned a couple of
cxhibitions abroad for next vear, but
he is not sure whether to hold them
53 schoduled due to the pandemic
Yet the artist, having lived through a
tumultuous history, tries to take ad-
\mmty &8 AN gpporiunity.

“The pandemic is an extraordinary
and unmuwsmed eﬁpeﬂﬂrm It is
something we did nat experience dur-
ing ummmm War, Bt oach bl
times can be an opportunity to find

inspiration as an artist,” he wid
(runaparkiheraldeorp.com)

URL: http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20201126000670&np=1&mp=1



http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20201126000670&np=1&mp=1

	슬라이드 번호 1

