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Immersed in a ‘Starry Beac

The “Starry Beach” exhibition held at Kukje Gallery by media artist unit astsict of design company d'strict.

The surreal landscape
installation by a’strict
is a sensory experience

BY ALANNAH HILL "

“If you haven't been on vacation this
year, this might be a nice aliernative.”

‘This was how a Kukje Gallery of-
ficial teased its newest exhibition,
which apened on Aug. 13.

Located in K3, one of Kukje Gal-
lery’s three exhibition halls, “Starry
Beach” is the inaugural exhibition of
astrict, the media artist unit of the ac-
claimed digital design company,
d’strict. Nine members of the-unit par-
ticipated in the creation of the comput-
er simulation, which took fourmonths
1o complete.

There is just one word for the im-
mersive niece — hreathtakine.

“The installation that has been de-
slgned specifically for Kukje Gallery’s

K3 space Instantly provides a multi-
sensory experience for the viewer.”
said the galls

Multiscnsory is right.

The space has been shrouded in
darkness, making the high-definition
projections even more striking. In ad-
dition, three of the room's four walls
have been fitted with mirrors, cuanng
a slightly

gaged, you can take in the projections
of the crashing waves on the 6-mc-
ter-high (20-foot-high) wall and floor.

Two projectors have been fitted on
the cei — one projecting the artist
unit’s digital interpretation of waves
onto one wall of thexoom, and the oth-
er projecting a mirrored image onto
the Hoer. The space itself is reminis-
cent of a house of mirrors, a radition-
al attraction often seen at old-time
fairs and parks, which

when you first enter the installation.

The first sense to be engaged is
sound, Even before you round the cor-
ner to enter the space, the sound of
waves crashing onto a beach becomes
clearly audible. The repetitive, hyth-
mic recording has an almost medita-
tive quality, and visitors quickly find
themselves lost in thought or lost in
the calm.

‘While the projections are entirely
digitally generated. the sound of the
waves crashing was recorded at a
beach in Korea and sas synchronized

uses reflective surfaces (o confuse and.
delight participants.

Although it may have been unin-
tentional, visitors may need a moment
10 let their eyes adjust when entering.
a’strict’s house of mirrors.

Once you do, your sense of sight
will be greeted with a stunning,
high-definition digital i

same thing over and over again.

As you walk around the room, it’s
easy to imagine being on a secluded
beach at high-tidc. Perhaps the most
perplexing part is that you don't feel
any sand between your (oes or water
gliding over your feet as you swander
around the space.

“The unit’s unprecedented digital
interpretation of waves and ability to
powerfully choreograph water within
an interior architectural space success-
fully envisions the marriage of con-
temporary art and rechnology at its
finest, stimulating the viewer’s sub-
conscious and evoking our shared as-
sociations with and reliance on wa-
ter.” the gallery said.

The name “a’strict” is a derivative
of “art” and "sl.rlaly.” underscoring
the unit’s 0 art.

of one of namre’s greatest powers.

In white and blue, plistening
wwaves crash across the pitch-black
space, which was designed to appear
as a starlit night. The projections play

This commitment is linked to the
two founding philosophics of dstrict
— “to endlessly polish and hone the
strict pracrice of desiga [design and
strictly], yet remain unhindered by

b )

While this Is the first exhibition
for a'strict, d'strict recently gamered
attention both at home and abroad
with its public art project titled
“WAVE.”

Another immersive video art in-
stallation, it replicated a massive wave
crashing onto a huge wraparound
LED display sitting atop Coex Artium
in southern Seoul’s Gangnam District.
Tt was installed in May and used an-
amorphic illusion. a lype of projection
technique used to highlight the illu-
sion of depth and three-dimensional-

ity

Lee said they chose 1o work with
waves for a second time becanse “T
wanted to give people living in
the city something oppuosite Lo
the cltyscape — nature, and the
sea in particular, because they
can't experience it without vis-
iting in person.”

Following the success
of “WAVE,” d'strict
decided to form

URL: https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2020/08/28/culture/artsDesign/art-dstrict-
astrict/20200828164200394.html
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“The bold aitempt to blur the
boundaries berween d strict and
a'strict is a noteworthy feat of experi-
‘mentation that paxalltls d‘su'k'r 'S Yep-
utation as a company that transcends
the perimeters of art, design and tech-
nology in order to explore the bound-
less potentfal of media. a%strict’s debut
solo exhibition will highlight the
growing conncction between design
and art, catalyzing more public pro-
jects that generate a sense of commu-
nity and place. ultimaiely signaling
the birth of anew gencration of media
artists,” the gallery added.

The “Starry Beach” installation
will be open to the public until
Sept. 27 at the K3 exhibition
space of Kukje Gallery located
in Samcheong-dong, central
Seoul. Admission is free.

On Sept. 25, d'strict will
open doors (o Arte Museum, a
space dedicated to immersive
artwork related 1o na-

Ture, in Aewol on Jeju



