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Spaces of
Enlightenment

For decades, German photographer Candida Hofer
has stuck exclusively to photographing the
interiors of public buildings. By capturing these
spaces that provide food for thought and awaken
changes in consciousness, Hofer has been
relentlessly questioning the relationship between
people and spaces.
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text by Kim Myun-Joong
photos by Candida Hofer

Human beings are inseparably connected with
space. People arrange spaces, and at the same
time are influenced by them. Some spaces can
even bring people to moments of enlightenment.
Examples include libraries, art galleries, and
performance halls. People seek knowledge in
libraries, find aesthetic inspiration in galleries,
and shed tears in concert halls. The changes in
consciousness that occur during these
experiences often lead to forms of enlightenment
and sometimes to new artistic creations.

Candida Hofer is a photographer who has
stuck exclusively to photographing the interiors
of public spaces. In her early work, such as
Liverpool, 1968, Turks in Germany, and Turks in
Turkey, Hofer was already examining the
interaction between people and spaces, and
since the 1980s she has done so by focusing
fully on public spaces.

It's interesting that these works are about
the relationship between people and spaces,
given that people hardly ever appear in them.
Hofer explains this incongruence by saying that
the space itself can be appreciated more fully
when there are no people in it.

By examining a given space for a long time
in order to grasp its structure, Hofer patiently
waits for the “right moment” to appear. She
describes this moment as the time when the
space takes on an emotional character that can
move the heart. Only when this moment comes,
does Hofer press the shutter button on her
camera. Perhaps, for her, this moment is a
moment of enlightenment.

| hope you too will experience a shining,
enchanting moment in some space you visit on
your artistic journey through Hofer's works. @
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Candida Hofer's solo ition «Spaces of Enligf » ran
at the Kukje Gallery in Seoul last summer. Hofer is now
participating in a group exhibition titled «A Gaze into Architecture »
at the ARCHI-DEPOT Museum in Tokyo through October 8.

Images courtesy of the artist and Kukje Gallery



page 3 of 9

1l )
o

Lt
u

10 inm

[y ‘i ]".n v.‘u:

“Augustiner Chorherrenstift Sankt Florian 11l 2014"
C-print
180x189.1cm
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“Benediktinerstift Admont I11 2014”
C-print
180x200.4cm
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“Villa Borghese Roma XIIl 2012~

C-print
180x200.6cm
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“Villa Borghese Roma Vill 2012"
C-print
180x156cm
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“Cuvilliés-Theater Minchen Il 2009"
C-print
180x211.5cm
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