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At age of 90, artist pioneers
~ new phase of life
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life.™
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eonstantly asked myself ‘who am I7 I tried to
overcome the Western painting stvles, but it
seemed o be impossiblo” Park said.

In fact, Park was the first Korean artist
who applied Art Informel — abstract paint-
ings derived from Europe out of skepticism
in the mid-1900s — ta his work. Park's Tn-
formel painting “Painting No. 17 in his late
20s, is considered the first Informel art in
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her for tips on becoming a good artist. She
suggested reciting Buddhist scriptures, which
I did not want to do because I was not a Bud-
dhist,” Park said. “Then she suggested 1 re-
‘my name constantly all day long”
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thrilled he was with the
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each letter into the square, he started to serib-

ble angrily with a peneil as if he was giving

“T realized  such tion was what I
needed,” Park said. “So I drew a grid on a
mnvnl.m:i'{ wing lines with a
pencil out of resignation.

He his Ecriture
series for five years, so that the new painting
style bocomes his own this letely.
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Finding originality from tradition
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Park Sac-bo; one of term to artists of Instead, there is a blue hue to make it ‘whitish.
:’...u.f...ﬂ.‘ mmmgmhmmmudlmgh Koreans the nature and
Ecriture neutrality,” he
sl “Now the term dansackhwa is fixed, so 1 Park said ways in which Koreans respected
nnot do about it now” Park said.  nature and were against humans' control are
e N T e found in many traditional activities.
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.;';,,.,,w,o,_ with nature’ may be the best i hands off th For seungrmu (Korean
of his earty pencil The title “Working with Nature: Traditional religious dance), the white wide long-cleeved
Ecriture series Thought in Korea® was clothes to wrave even if you stop mov-
Counsey sl i the title of an exhibition of sit contemporary ing.” Park said, “Everything has its own begin-
dansaekhwa artists in 1992 at Tate Liverpool ning when left free from human's control.”
in the UK. asked what a good ing is, he
§ In the 2000s, Park began io apply colors, sad a inti feel com-
@ Gizi Art Base in which he once did not enjoy, and used hanji, fortable, touches their heart and is original —
i Torean traditional ‘paper known for others cannot think of.
1Lsh1gh to his late Eeriture se- ‘T always strived fo pursue art that others
studio and gallary. did not. It felt like walking on a ‘thorny path’

hut still, I really did my best for my art. Look-
ing back at the path, I now realize that T was
happy,” Park said
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