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KANAZAWA, Japan — In Asia,
there is Beijing, which means north-
ern capital, Nanjing, southern capital,
and Tokyo, eastern capital. Then
where is the wntment’s western capi-
tal? Three Asian at from Korea,
Japan and China built it at the 21st
Century Museum of Conumpomry
Art, Kanazawa, Japan,

Xijing Men is a collaborative project
of three Asian artists — Gim
‘Hong sok, also stylized as Gimhong-
sok, of Korea, Tsuyoshi Ozawa of
Japan and Chen Shaoxiong of China.

‘The project began in 2006, around
the time when preparations for the
2008 Beijing Olympics were under-
way. The three artists contemplated
the transformed status of Asia over

the past decad identity
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and

respective home countries through

the fictitious city-state Xijing.
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Museum of Modern and Contempo-

, Seoul in Korea in 2015, the
artists joined again at the Kanazawa
‘museum to take the city-state to'

" another level. Chen of China was

unable to attend the opening due to
health problems. 4 i
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new context to the project.
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the map of the exhibit. The exhibit
covers seven ies and even hall-
ways of the museum and the map is
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m:g Men pro;mk juxta-
‘with each artist's works, to pro-
videbetur understandings. Gim has
hten long interested m the gap
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freedom, liberation. At first, 1 was.
awkward to appear in
but soon I started to enjoy it as an.
artist,” Gim said-
“When we gather.
ptoptct, we pmdnce alot of drafts
e th ay a draft
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extends the pombﬂny of the project
finitely as it redefiies the

b xnngm 10t. It

could include the term Xijing or not.
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who are not xijmg Men as main char-
acters for the first time. Instead, the

handy i he fictitious artists cast art professors of each

city-state. ern modernity that spawned a hybnd ln the snd;o., the trio deals with var- country and caplured their lectures
The museum, designed by SANAA d other Asian g such as urban tu
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and Associates), is poles apart from ¥ i ‘national defense, education, con- mind that e won't be appearmg in

the uadmonal whne cube museum “It has hun almost 10 years since and  the new 5 , we invited

with ge Xijing Men’ and it has  historical transformation. new people,” Gim said. *It givesa
“This ‘museum has a great bmld.mg' “We picked one as the pru:dcnt of totally new context to the project.”

with lots of natural lights. At first, I the day an  him th it runs through Aug. 28,

was confusec by its unconventional i G For more information, visit

design, but as soon as | wandered gxowmg up as we |  got older,” Gim  the artist said. www.kanazawa2l jp.



